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Policy Revision 

Policy Title Undergraduate Transfer Credit 

Policy URL https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/undergraduate-transfer  

Suggested updates -Include the Civic Institutions requirement in both individual and completed General Education curriculum. 
-Remove detailed language about criteria for specific General Education requirements. 
-Add option for satisfying a complete General Education curriculum using a complete Associate of Arts or Associate 
of Science degree. 
-Update Office of Transfer Credit & Articulation to the Office of the Registrar to reflect current practice. 
-Update applicability section to allow coursework over 8 years old to apply to General Education and electives, in 
line with the existing Time Limits policy 

Rationale for updates -Policy already addresses Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections requirements, but not the new Civic 
Institutions requirement. 
-Specific language describing Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections course criteria are duplicative of 
content that already exists in the General Education Curriculum policy and on the Gen Ed website. 
-Allowing a completed Associate’s degree to satisfy a complete General Education curriculum simplifies transfer 
from community colleges to the University.   

Contact Person for Questions Alex Underwood, University Registrar 

Responsible Unit Office of the Registrar URL registrar.arizona.edu 

Career Applicability ☒ Undergraduate        ☐ Graduate        ☐ Law        ☐ Medicine        ☐ Pharmacy        ☐ Veterinary Medicine 

Approvals Granted  

(for council use only) 

University-Wide GE Committee Scheduled: 4/8/26 Status: Approved 4/8/26 

UGC Policies Subcommittee Scheduled: 4/14/26 Status: 

Undergraduate Council Scheduled: Status: 

Undergraduate CAAC Scheduled:  Status: 

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Scheduled:  Status: 

Faculty Senate Scheduled: Status: 

Provost Scheduled: Status: 

Policy Revision Side by Side 

Additions in Green – Deletions in Yellow 
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Existing Policy Proposed Edit 

Undergraduate Transfer Credit 

Course work earned at other institutions can often be brought to the 
University of Arizona. A course’s transferability refers to whether the course 
can be accepted as transfer credit. A course’s applicability refers to whether 
the transfer course will satisfy specific program requirements, such as General 
Education, major, or minor requirements. Course work that is transferable but 
not applicable to specific requirements may still be used as elective credit to 
reach the total units needed for graduation. 

Transferring Credit from Other Institutions 

The determination of acceptability of credit for course work completed at 
another institution of higher learning is made solely at the discretion of the 
University of Arizona. The evaluation of course work completed at another 
institution or exam credit from an approved organization requires submission 
of an official transcript from the offering institution or organization. 

The credit accepted for transfer will not be calculated in the student’s GPA, 
cannot duplicate any previously awarded credit, and cannot be used to satisfy 
residency requirements (see Units in Residence).    

The Office of Transfer Credit & Articulation collaborates with appropriate 
University faculty on the evaluation of transfer credit and determination of 
transferable learning. 

Credit Acceptability by Institution Type 

INSTITUTION TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

Regionally-Accredited Institutions • The University of Arizona will 
transfer course work if it was 
completed at colleges or 
universities accredited by 
regional accreditation 
associations at the time the 

Undergraduate Transfer Credit 

Course work earned at other institutions can often be brought to the 
University of Arizona. A course’s transferability refers to whether the course 
can be accepted as transfer credit. A course’s applicability refers to whether 
the transfer course will satisfy specific program requirements, such as General 
Education, major, or minor requirements. Course work that is transferable but 
not applicable to specific requirements may still be used as elective credit to 
reach the total units needed for graduation. 

Transferring Credit from Other Institutions 

The determination of acceptability of credit for course work completed at 
another institution of higher learning is made solely at the discretion of the 
University of Arizona. The evaluation of course work completed at another 
institution or exam credit from an approved organization requires submission 
of an official transcript from the offering institution or organization. 

The credit accepted for transfer will not be calculated in the student’s GPA, 
cannot duplicate any previously awarded credit, and cannot be used to satisfy 
residency requirements (see Units in Residence).    

The Office of the Registrar collaborates with appropriate University faculty on 
the evaluation of transfer credit and determination of transferable learning. 

Credit Acceptability by Institution Type 

INSTITUTION TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

Regionally-Accredited Institutions • The University of Arizona will 
transfer course work if it was 
completed at colleges or 
universities accredited by 
regional accreditation 
associations at the time the 
course work was 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/residence-units
https://transfercredit.arizona.edu/
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/residence-units
https://registrar.arizona.edu/transfercredit
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course work was 
completed. See limits on 
transferable credit below. 

Non-Regionally Accredited 
Institutions 

• The University of Arizona will 
review course work from a non-
regionally accredited institution 
if it is nationally accredited—
recognized by the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA). 

• To transfer credit for course 
work completed at a non-
regionally accredited institution, 
students must:   

o be admitted to the 
University and declared 
in a credential-seeking 
program 

o need the credit to 
satisfy a program 
requirement   

• Up to two courses can be 
considered for transfer, not to 
exceed a maximum of ten 
credits. 

International Institutions • The University of Arizona will 
transfer course work earned at 
an institution of higher 
education in another country if 
that institution is recognized by 
the country’s Ministry of 
Education as a degree granting 

completed. See limits on 
transferable credit below. 

Non-Regionally Accredited 
Institutions 

• The University of Arizona will 
review course work from a non-
regionally accredited institution 
if it is nationally accredited—
recognized by the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA). 

• To transfer credit for course 
work completed at a non-
regionally accredited institution, 
students must:   

o be admitted to the 
University and declared 
in a credential-seeking 
program 

o need the credit to 
satisfy a program 
requirement   

• Up to two courses can be 
considered for transfer, not to 
exceed a maximum of ten 
credits. 

International Institutions • The University of Arizona will 
transfer course work earned at 
an institution of higher 
education in another country if 
that institution is recognized by 
the country’s Ministry of 
Education as a degree granting 
institution or by a U.S. regional 
accreditation body.   
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institution or by a U.S. regional 
accreditation body.   

Additional Sources of External Credit: 

• Credit by Exam 
• Credit for U.S. Military Service & Training 
• Credit for Prior Learning 

Limits on Transferrable Credit 

• Undergraduate credit is not given for graduate-level course work 
taken as a graduate student at another institution. 

• Credit is not given for grades lower than a "C". 
• Physical education (PE) activity courses and Success Courses are 

accepted for general elective credit; however, no more than three (3) 
PE activity credits and three (3) Success Course credits will apply 
toward the student's degree. 

• Independent study, internship, and practicum courses are subject to 
approval by the appropriate faculty at the University of Arizona and 
may be restricted both in number of transferable units and in degree 
applicability. 

• The University of Arizona considers the credit recommendations from 
the American Council on Education (ACE). Remedial and personal 
development courses are not accepted for credit. 

• Credit by Exam earned at another institution is non-transferable.  
• A syllabus may be required for evaluation of course applicability. 

 Applicability of Transfer Credit toward Program Requirements 

Courses completed over eight years ago may not apply to a student's current 
degree program unless otherwise approved by the major department (see 
the Time Limits policy). 

Additional Sources of External Credit: 

• Credit by Exam 
• Credit for U.S. Military Service & Training 
• Credit for Prior Learning 

Limits on Transferrable Credit 

• Undergraduate credit is not given for graduate-level course work 
taken as a graduate student at another institution. 

• Credit is not given for grades lower than a "C". 
• Physical education (PE) activity courses and Success Courses are 

accepted for general elective credit; however, no more than three (3) 
PE activity credits and three (3) Success Course credits will apply 
toward the student's degree. 

• Independent study, internship, and practicum courses are subject to 
approval by the appropriate faculty at the University of Arizona and 
may be restricted both in number of transferable units and in degree 
applicability. 

• The University of Arizona considers the credit recommendations from 
the American Council on Education (ACE). Remedial and personal 
development courses are not accepted for credit. 

• Credit by Exam earned at another institution is non-transferable.  
• A syllabus may be required for evaluation of course applicability. 

 Applicability of Transfer Credit toward Program Requirements 

Courses completed over eight years ago may not apply to a student's major or 
minor unless otherwise approved by the major department (see the Time 
Limits policy). 

Major/Minor Applicability 

Course work completed at another institution may be applied to University of 
Arizona major and minor requirements as determined by the academic unit. 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-exam
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/military-service-credit
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-prior-learning
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/courses/success-courses
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-exam
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/time-limits
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-exam
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/military-service-credit
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-prior-learning
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/courses/success-courses
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/courses-credit/credit/credit-exam
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/time-limits
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/degrees-programs/undergraduate/time-limits
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General Education Applicability 

Course work completed at another institution may be applied to University of 
Arizona General Education requirements. The type and number of General 
Education requirements that are satisfied by transfer courses is dependent on 
the type of institution and the specific courses taken. 

Transferring a Completed General Education Curriculum 

Students who have an earned Bachelor’s degree from a regionally-accredited 
institution may transfer a completed General Education curriculum. 

Students transferring from an Arizona or California community college or 
state university may transfer a completed General Education curriculum by 
fulfilling the Arizona General Education Curriculum (AGEC), the 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) or the 
California State University General Education Pattern (CSU GE) prior to 
matriculation at the University of Arizona. The requirements to satisfy the 
AGEC are available through advising centers at Arizona community colleges 
and state universities; the requirements to satisfy the IGETC and CSU GE are 
available through advising centers at California community colleges and state 
universities. 

The University reserves the right to verify that an AGEC, IGETC, or CSU GE 
certified by a community college conforms to state-approved policy before 
the curriculum is applied toward a University of Arizona degree. 

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
REQUIREMENT 

IMPACT OF A COMPLETED 
AGEC/IGETC/CSU GE/BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE 

Foundations Writing Satisfied 

Foundations Mathematics Satisfied 

Foundations Second Language Satisfied 

Applicability to specific requirements is determined on a course-by-course 
basis. Courses that do not apply to specific program requirements may still be 
applied as departmental elective credit and count toward total unit 
requirements. 

Students should seek advising at the University of Arizona to review how their 
transferred course work applies to major/minor program requirements, and 
which requirements will need to be satisfied by University of Arizona course 
work. 

General Education Applicability 

Course work completed at another institution may be applied to University of 
Arizona General Education requirements. The type and number of General 
Education requirements that are satisfied by transfer courses is dependent on 
the type of institution, credentials earned, and the specific courses taken. 

Transferring a Completed General Education Curriculum 

Students who have an earned Bachelor’s degree, Associate of Arts degree, or 
Associate of Science degree from a regionally-accredited institution may 
transfer a completed General Education curriculum.  

Students transferring from an Arizona or California community college or 
state university may transfer a completed General Education curriculum by 
fulfilling the Arizona General Education Curriculum (AGEC), the 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC), the California 
State University General Education Pattern (CSU GE), or the California General 
Education Transfer Curriculum (Cal-GETC) prior to matriculation at the 
University of Arizona. The requirements to satisfy the AGEC are available 
through advising centers at Arizona community colleges and state 
universities; the requirements to satisfy the IGETC, CSU GE, and Cal-GETC are 
available through advising centers at California community colleges and state 
universities. 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#writing-requirement
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#mathematics-requirements
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#second-language-requirement-for-undergraduate-degrees
https://advising.arizona.edu/academic-advisor-directory
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Gen Ed: Entry & Exit Not Required 

Gen Ed: Exploring Perspectives Satisfied 

Gen Ed: Building Connections Satisfied 

Major/Minor prerequisites Not satisfied 

Major/minor requirements Not satisfied 

 

Transferring Individual General Education Courses 

For students who have not completed the AGEC, IGETC or CSU GE, transfer 
courses may be applied individually to General Education requirements as 
determined on a course-by-course basis by a University of Arizona academic 
advisor in the college of the student's primary major. 

• Courses from Arizona community colleges will apply to the General 
Education Curriculum based on equivalencies in the Arizona Transfer 
Guides. 

Additionally, the University of Arizona will accept courses as department 
elective credit toward Exploring Perspectives and Building Connections 
requirements in the following manner: 

• Exploring Perspective requirements can be fulfilled by: 
o Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral Sciences, or Physical & 

Biological Science AGEC courses that align with each of the 
four categories: Artist, Humanist, Natural Scientist, and Social 
Scientist. 

o Other transfer courses that align with each of the four 
categories: Artist, Humanist, Natural Scientist, and Social 
Scientist. 

• Building Connections courses can be fulfilled by: 
o Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral Sciences, or Physical & 

Biological Science AGEC courses whose content approaches a 

The University reserves the right to verify that an AGEC certified by a 
community college conforms to state-approved policy before the curriculum 
is applied toward a University of Arizona degree. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
REQUIREMENT 

IMPACT OF A COMPLETED 
AGEC/IGETC, CSU GE, CAL-GETC, 
BACHELOR’S, ASSOCIATE OF ARTS, 
OR ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

Foundations Writing Satisfied 

Foundations Mathematics Satisfied 

Foundations Second Language Satisfied 

Gen Ed: Entry & Exit Not Required 

Gen Ed: Exploring Perspectives Satisfied 

Gen Ed: Building Connections Satisfied 

Gen Ed: Civic Institutions Satisfied 

Major/Minor prerequisites Not satisfied 

Major/minor requirements Not satisfied 

 

Transferring Individual General Education Courses 

For students who have not transferred a completed General Education 
curriculum, transfer courses may be applied individually to General Education 
requirements as determined on a course-by-course basis.  

Courses from Arizona community colleges will apply to the General Education 
Curriculum based on equivalencies in the Arizona Transfer Guides. 

https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/entry-exit
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/exploring-perspectives-building-connections
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/exploring-perspectives-building-connections
https://advising.arizona.edu/academic-advisor-directory
https://advising.arizona.edu/academic-advisor-directory
https://aztransmac2.asu.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ATASS.woa/wa/MajorGuideAZ
https://aztransmac2.asu.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ATASS.woa/wa/MajorGuideAZ
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#writing-requirement
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#mathematics-requirements
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/foundations#second-language-requirement-for-undergraduate-degrees
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/entry-exit
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/curriculum
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/curriculum
https://catalog.arizona.edu/policy/program-graduation/general-education/curriculum
https://aztransmac2.asu.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ATASS.woa/wa/MajorGuideAZ
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topic from multiple perspectives that will enhance conceptual 
thinking, problem solving, innovative design, critical analysis, 
evaluation of ideas, and creation of knowledge/products. 

o Any Liberal Arts or Science courses whose content 
approaches a topic from multiple perspectives that will 
enhance conceptual thinking, problem solving, innovative 
design, critical analysis, evaluation of ideas, and creation of 
knowledge/products. 

When incorporating one or more transfer courses to satisfy General 
Education requirements, or when seeking a second Bachelor’s degree, 
students should seek advising at the University of Arizona. 

 Major/Minor Applicability 

Course work completed at another institution may be applied to University of 
Arizona major and minor requirements as determined by the academic unit. 
Applicability to specific requirements is determined on a course by course 
basis. Courses that do not apply to specific program requirements may still be 
applied as departmental elective credit and count toward total unit 
requirements. 

Students should seek advising at the University of Arizona to review how their 
transferred course work applies to major/minor program requirements, and 
which requirements will need to be satisfied by University of Arizona course 
work. 

Additionally, courses transferred as department elective credit may be 
applied to General Education requirements following guidelines established 
by the Office of General Education. These guidelines will be utilized by the 
Office of the Registrar or the academic advisor in the college of the student's 
primary major. 

Once approved to satisfy a General Education requirement, the course will be 
honored by all undergraduate programs for that student. 

When incorporating one or more transfer courses to satisfy General 
Education requirements, or when seeking a second Bachelor’s degree, 
students should seek advising at the University of Arizona. 
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